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SUBJECT; OAS DECLARES DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

FREE. AND TRANSPARENT" 



CLEAN. 



SUMMARY 



I. IUI THE UENEZUEIAN PRESIOEHTIAL ELECTORAL PROCESS WAS CLEAN. 
FREE AHfl TRANSPARENT ACCORU/NC TO OAS EUCttOH OBSERVERS. WMF. 

mot e hg some mindr PROBLEMS, THE OAS observer group declared the 

DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BETTER ORGAHIZED AND MORE 
EFFICIENT THAN THE NOVEMBER 8 REGIONAL ELECTIONS. ON DECEHBER 5 
THE OAS ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE THAT OISCUSSEO THE PLANNING AND 
EXECUTION Of ITS OBSERVER flISSIDN FDR THE DECEHBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. FHIS PRESS RELEASE WAS A fOLLOV-UP TO A NOVEMBER 30 
COMMUNIQUE DESCRIBING OAS PREPARATIONS FOR THE ELECTIONS. BOTH 
COMHUHIQUES DESCRIBEO HOV THE OAS CARRIED OUT ITS 08SEJ1VER MISSION, 
INCLUDING OAS RELATIONS VITH THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL ICNEI 
ANB THE POLITICAL PARTIES, THE ESTABLISHMENT Of REGIONAL CENTERS 
ANO THE PLACEMENT OF OBSERVERS- AND DIRECT OBSERVATION Of THE 
OPENING. VOTING, AND CLOSING PROCEDURES AT THE POLLING STATIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING ARE UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATES Of THOSE PRESS RELEASES. 
END SUMMARY. 
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OBSERVE THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS. ANO HAS MAINTAINED A PRESENCE SINCE 
THAT TIME. IN THE LAST FEW YEARS, THE OAS HAS PARTICIPATED IN 
ALMOST 411 ELECTION OBSERVER MISSIONS IN OVER IS NATIONS IN THE 
HEMISPHERE. THE SECRETARY GENERAL Of THE OAS, CESAR CAVIRIA, HAS 
BEEN PRESENT FOR THE ELECTIONS. 

SIXTY-flVE MEMBERS Of THE ELECTORAL OBSERVER MISSION, CONSISTING Of 
CITIZENS FROM NINFTffN OAS MEMBER NATIONS (ARGENTINA. BARBADOS. 
BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, CANADA, COLOMBIA. COSTARICA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
ECUADOR, GUATEMALA, MEXICO, NICARAGUA. PARAGUAY, PERU. SPAIN. 
SUR INANE, TRINIDAD ANO TOBAGO, THE UNITED STATES, ANO URUGUAY) 
OBSERVED THE DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN THE REPUBLIC. OF 
VENEZUELA. 

THE OAS MISSION SET-UP HEADQUARTERS IN CARACAS, AND SATELLITE 
OFf ICES IN THE CITIES OF LOS TEOUES. SAN FERNANDO, BARINAS, 
MARACAI80, BARQU IS I RE TO- VALENCIA, CUHANA, PUERTO LA CRUZ, CIUDAD 
BOLIVAR. AND MERIDA. UPON ARRIUAL. OBSERVERS ESTABLISHED CONTACT 
VITH ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES, POLITICAL PARTY REPRESENTATIVES. THE 
ARMED FORCES. MEDIA. ANO GENERAL PUBLIC fO OBSERVE THE DELIVERY or 
ELECTION MATERIALS. OBSERVERS ALSO MET VITH THE PRINCIPAL 
CANDIDATES ANO THE CNE. 

ON DECEHBER 6. OBSERVERS HERE PRESENT DURING VOTING TABLE 
INSTALLATION AND f« LOVED THE VOTING PROCESS THROUGHOUT TWE PAY. 
MOREOVER, THEY MONITORED IHE CLOSING Of VOTING TABLES AND TNE 
COMPUTERIZED VOTING MACHINES. OBSERVERS THEN PROCEEDED TO HATCH 
THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AT THE REGIONAL OFFICES. 



THE COMPUTERIZED VOTING SYSTEM RECEIVED SPECIAL ATTENTION FRW! 
OBSERVERS. USING THESE RESULTS ALONG VITH THE RESULTS TAKEN 
MANUALLY FROM A fEV TABLES' THE OAS MISSION HADE US M PPO^CJION 
f DR INTERNAL VSE ASOUT TNE POSSIBLE OVTCOME Or THE VOTE (USING THE 
RAPID COUNT fl£ ONANISM), TWJS PROJECTION SERVED AS A COMPARISON FOR 
THE ACTUAL RESULTS. THE REPORT FROM THE OBSERVERS AND TNE RESULTS 
Of THE INTERNAL PROJECTION HILL BE INCLUDED IN A REPORT FROM THE . 
OAS SECRETARY GENERAL PRESENTED AT THE CONCLUSION OF IHE ELECTORAL 
PROCESS. 

CIVEH THE OBSERVER INFORMATION AS OF THE TIHE OF THIS PUBLICATION. 
TNE OAS ELECTORAL OBSERVER MISSION WISHES TO COIWRItAU THE 
FOLLOWING: 

TABLE INSTALLATION: THE VAST MAJORITY OF TABLE INSTI1LATI0N 
OCCURREO AFTER THE PRESCRIBED TIME (6:110 AH). THIS CAUSED A SLIGHT 
DELAY (BETWEEN A HALF AN HOUR TO AN HOUR IH HOST GASES), WHICH WAS 
SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN THE DELAYS IN THE NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION. 
VOTING PROCEEDED IN AN ORDERLY MANNER DUE IN PART TO THE FACT TNA1 
VOTERS WERE FAMILIAR WITH THE LOCATION Of THE VOTING TABLES' AND 
THAT THEY WERE ONLY SELECTING BNE CANDIDATE ANO ONE POLITICAL 
PARTY. MINOR PROBLEMS WERE OBSERVED AT THE BEGINNING OF IHE DAY 
WITH RESPECT TO THE CONFIGURATION Of VOTING TABLES. SOME TABLE 



KtlXSUt 6 PRESS RELEASE 



2. Ill) BEGIN TEXT; 

EY INVITATION Of THE GOVERNMENT Of VENEZUELA AM THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CNE I. THE SECRETARY GENERAL Df THE ORGANIZATION 
OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) ESTABLISHED AN OBSERVATION MISSION TO 
MONITOR IHE ELECTORAL PROCESS UNOEf THE LEADERSHIP OF EDCARDO RE IS- 

A BRAZILIAN CITIIEN WITH VAST EXPfflEHCE IN OESERMTl?!! WOPS., THE 
MISSION FIRS! AFRIVED IN VENEZUELA IN DCTKEf Wi- WtlT ON TO 



WORKERS, CHOSEN BY LOT- 
HAD fO 8E REPLACED. 



DID NOT SNOW UP AT IHE SPECIFIED TIME AND 



- VOTING: ELECTIONS TOOK PLACE IN A CALM AND ORDERLY ENVIRONMENT 
DEMONSTRATING THE VENEZUELANS CIVIC AND DEMOCRATIC PRIDE. IT COVIO 
HOI BE VERIFIED DUPING THE TOTING- NEITHER AT THE TAELES NOP 

OUTSIDE THE VOTING STATIONS' THAT ANY INCONVENIENCES- EVENTS. 
INCIDENTS THAT MIGHT HAVE IMPEDEO THE NORMAL PROCESS. OR CASES OF 
VOTER INTIMIDATION OCCURREO. VOTER PARTICIPATION WAS SIGNIFICANTLY 
HIGHEP THAN IN THE REGIONAL ELECTIONS OR THE LAST PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. THE CYCLE OF LOW VOTER PARTICIPATION TNAT HAD BEEN 
"OBSERVED IN PREVIOUS NATIONAL ELECTIONS WAS BROfEN. 

- METERS Of THE ARMED FO'CES INVOLVED IN THE FLAN REPUBLIC*. 
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(REPUBLIC PtAKl VERE PRESENT IN All OBSERVATION SITES AND HELPED ELECTORAL PROCESS. ESPECIALLY IN MOMENTS IN WHICH THE HEW SYSTEM OF 

EASE THE INSTALLATION PROCESS AND ORGANIZE THE l/OTE. iH SOME VOTING ANO COMPUTING STATIONS HAS IMPLEMENTED. MOREOVER' IT NOTES 
RECENT ELECTIONS THEIR PRESENCE INTERFERED WITH THE SECRECY OF THE 
VOTING PRBCESS. IN THIS ELECTION. THE MISSION DID HOT OBSERVE THE 

wit i w me mam of nm mum to immtt or • ike fundamental part thai the arheo forces played via the plah 

MAHIPVLATE THE VOTE. REPUBIIM. 



-- OESPITE A SOMEWHAT LENGTHY INDIVIDUAL VOTING PROCESS (THE 
PROCESS Of VOIER IDENTIFICATION. VOTER AND BALLOT REGISTRATION* 
I DENT IF I CAT I DN OF THE BALLOT SECURITY STUB. VOTING. AND RETURN Of 
THE ID CARD). VOTING VENT VERY SMOOTHLY IN THE OBSERVED VOTIHG 
STATIONS. NO IRREGULARITIES THAT COULD AFFECT. THE TRANSPARENCY OF 
THIS PROCESS WERE NOTED. 

IN GENERAL' THERE WAS A VAST IMPROVEMENT IN COMPARISON WITH THE 
NOVEMBER t ELECTIONS 1NANKS TO BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
TECHNOLOGY. MORE EXPERIENCED 1ABIE WORKERS. AND THE MASSES DF 
VOTERS THAT ARRIVED AT THE POLLING STATIONS EARLY. 

-- IRRfGVt ART TIES: Tiff MISSION DETECTED SOME SMALL PROBt EMS VI TK 
RESPECT TO THE PRINTING ON THE BAUDTS. IN THE MUNICIPALITY DF EL 
RECfEO, IN SAN FERNANDO DE APURE. ROUGHLY W BALLOTS MERE QUICKLY 
REPLACED DUE TO POTS IINK DOTS! NEAR THE VOTING OVALS. 

- POLITICAL WITNESSES: THE PRESENCE OF FEWER POLITICAL WITNESSES 
HELPED STEM PREVIOUS COKPIAINTS ABOUT CONGESTION IN VOTING 
STATIONS. PARTY WITNESSES WERE LIMITED TO TWO OR THREE 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM KEY POLITICAL PARTIES BUT. IN THE OPINION Of 
THE MISSION. THIS RESTRICTION DID NOT AFFEGT THE ABILITY 10 OBSERVE 
THE VOTING PROCESS. 

- MACHINES: THERE HERE NO DIFFICULTIES OBSERVED DURING THE VOTING 
LAY WITH THE FUNCTIONING OF THE VOTING MACHINES OR WITH THE 
PRINTERS. SMAll PROBLEMS THAT AROSE WERE QUICKLY RESOLUEO.- THE 
INCIDENCE OF THESE PROBLEMS. HOWEVER. 110 NOT AFFECT IRE NORMAL 
FVHCTION OF THE DOTING NOR IHf OBSERVATION. 

- COOIS: THE COMPLAINTS RECEIVED DEFORf THE ELECTION AND 

THOSE DURING AND REGARDING THE EL EC T I ON DAY. EITHER VERE Oft WILL BE 
JRAHSMI1JED 10 ELEC10RAI AUTHORITIES AND WILE BE TRACKED AS TO THE 
ACTIONS TAKEN IN EACH CASE. AS OF THE RELEASE DAI E Of THIS . 
WOMEN!, THE MISSION NAD HQ\ RECEIVED ANY fORM COWltlM ABOUT 
THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTION. NOWEVER. THE MISSION DID RECEIVE 
INFORMATIONAL COPIES Of COHPIAISTS PRESENTED DIRECTLY TO THE 
ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES. 

-- COMPUTATION: TNE ROUTINE ACTIVITIES DF IKE DAS OBSERVER MISSION 
INCLVOEO THE PRO0UC1I0N Of A PARAUEl UOTE CALCULATION. A 
STATISTICAL SAMPLE THAT ALLOWED MONITOR ING AND EVALUATION OF THE 
RESULTS- GIUEN THE PRINTED COMPUTER REPORTS AND THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BY ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES. THE OAS CAH CERTIFY IKE TRANSPARENCY OF 
THE COMPUTER VOTING PROCESS. THE OFFICIAL CHE RESVLIS USE THE 
METHODOLOGY DESCRIBED AOOVE. 



- OTHER OBSERVATIONS: THE RECENT CHANGES IN SOME POLITICAL PARTIES 
CANDIDATES CAUSED CHANGES IH IRE TAttY/NG Of VOTES. MARKING Of 
HOPE THAN ONE OVAL ON THE BAUD! MADE THE VOTE NULL AND VOID. 
PPESIOENTS OF THE UOTING TABLES NOTIFIED THE VOTERS OF THE HEED TO 
Fill IN ONLY ONE OVAL. 



TO All OF THESE GROUPS. AND TNE GOVERNMENT Of VENEZUELA VNOER 
PRESIDENT RAFAEL CALDERA. THE MISSION EXPRESSES ITS GRATITUDE FOR 
THE FACILITIES DONATED ID DEVELOP OBSERVER ACTIVITIES. THE OAS 
HAILS THE CONSTRUCTIVE PARTICIPATION DF HE MEDIA IH INFORMATION 
DISSEMINATION AND VOIER EMPOWERMENT. FINALLY. THE MISSION THANKS 
THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE FOR THE TRUST AND WASfl RECEPTION FOR THE HAS 
ELECTORAL OBSERVATION MISSION. 

THE OAS WISHES TO EXPRESS IIS GRATITUDE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES FOR ITS SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TOWARD FUNDING THIS 
MISSION. OAS WISHES TO EXPRESS EQUAL GRATITUDE 10 THE CANAOIAN 
GOVERNMENT FOR ITS ASSISTANCE. 

CARACAS. VENEZUELA. DECEMBER 6. 1998. 

END TEXT 



NOVEMBER 30 PRESS RELEASE 



3. IDT IEGIN TEXT: 

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) ELECTORAL OBSERVER 
MISSION HAS BEGUN IIS PREPARATIONS 10 MONITOR TNE ELECTORAL PROCESS 
IN VENEZUELA DURING THE OE GENDER i PRESIOEHTIAl ELECTIONS. ROUGHLY ' 
18 OBSERVERS M DATA TECMICIANS, MEN ANO WOMEIY FROM IS MEMBER 
NATIONS URGENT! HA. BARBADOS. BOLIVIA. BRAZIL, CANADA. COLOMBIA. 
COSTA RICA. DOMINICAN REPU8MC, ECUAOOR, GUATEMALA, MEXICO, 
NICARAGUA, PARAGUAY' PERU, SPAIN' SURINAME, TRIHIOAD AND TOBAGO. 
TNE UNITED STATES ANO URUGUAY! HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO 11 KEY 
REGIONS. OBSERVER HEADOVARIERS WILL BE BASED IN CARACAS. AND 
SMALLER OFFICES WILL DE IN LOS TEQUES, SAN FERNANDO. BARINAS. 
IMRACAIB0, BAROOlSlMffQ' VALENCIA. CWANA. PUERTO I A CRUZ- CIUDAD 
BOLIVAR. AND HERIDA. 

THE FIRST CROUP Of REGIONAL OBSERVER COORDINATORS HAVE ALREADY MET! 
IN THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES. OBSERVER ACTIVITIES. WHICH Hill COVER 
ALL Of THE STATES AS WELL AS THE FEDERAL DISTRICT ICARACAS). WILL 
BE SIMILAR ID TNE ELECTION ACTIVITIES CARRIED DUI DURING THE 

NOVEMBER I REGIONAL ELECTIONS. OBSERVERS WILL HE IIT CONSTANT 
CONTACT WITH ELECIORAl AUTHORITIES, POLITICAL PARTIES. 
REPRESENTATIVES DF TNE ARMED FORCES. ANO THE GENERAL CITIZENRY IN 
ADDITION TO ACCOMPANYING CAMPAIGN ANB ELECT TON ORGANIZATION 
REPRESENTATIVES. ANY COMPLAINTS OR FORMAL CLAIMS REPORTED 10 THE 
MISSION WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY MONITORED. THE OAS PLANS TO PRODUCE AN INTERNAL 
REPORT ON THE ELECTIONS. FH/S ELECTION PREVIEW Wltl JNCLVOE THE 
RESULTS OF AN ANALYSIS Of THE COMPUTER SYSTEM AS WELL AS A 
PROJECTION" Of VOTING TENDENCIES FOR THE INTERNAL USE AT THE OAS 
MISSION. 



Given these evaluations and observations, ihe missio.* considers ?he 
december 6 elections of 1995 to have been clean: fre: and 
transient. we e1ectidns demonstrate once again the great civic 
and democratic spirit df the venezuelan pvblic. 

ihe mission wishes 10 emphasize the exemplary behavior of ihe 
citizens which g0n7riduted 10 the consol iba1i0n of the democratic 
system. furthermore, the oas hants to rtcdgnile the en: and 
regioh'l electoral coohchs fop their efforts 10 organize the 



AS OF HOVEMSER 30. THE MISSION- ESTAEL f SHED BY SECEEIARY GENERAL 
DR. CESAP. GAVIRIA ASP AT THE INVITATION BY THE COVERKHEHT DF' 
VENEZUELA AHD THE SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIEUNAL OF VENEZUELA. HAS NOT 
RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS NOR CHARGES RELATIVE TO THE DECEMBER G 
ELECTORAL PROCESS. FURTHERMORE- IHE MISSION HAS HOT DETECTED ANY 
PROBLEMS THUS FAR THAT WOULD HINDER OR IHIERFERE IN ANY WAY WITH 
THE ELECTION OF THE KEKT PRESIDENT Of IHE REPUBLIC. 

MR. EKpPDO C. REIS, CHIEF SPECIALIST FOP IKE OAS DEMOCRACY 
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PROriOTIOM HKIT. VIU LEAD THE CROUP OF OBSERVERS. Hit. RE I S MAS 
EJOWHK l/l Tit VARIOUS ElfCTJflU OBSERVE N flJSSJOJiS IN OTHER OAS 
NEN8ER NATIONS. TKE JIISSlON RELIES ON THE TECHNICAL AND (iHMCttt 
SlJPPDRT Of THE GDVERMIEHTS Of ARGEHT INA* CANADA, AND THE UNITED 
STATES. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES IS THE DLDES1 REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATION IN THE HEMISPHERE AND DAS COMPUTED At MOST 40 ELECTION 
OBSERVER MISSIONS IN OVER 15 NATIONS IH RECfHT YEARS. 

END TEXT 
flASON 
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